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1. Purpose of the Study

This paper examines the biblical expressions “forty years in the wilderness,” the explicit “thirty
and eight years” from Kadesh-barnea to the brook Zered, and the dated events near the end of
Israel’s wilderness journey. Its purpose is to distinguish what Scripture states explicitly from
conclusions that arise by chronological calculation.

The central question is not merely whether Israel spent forty years in wilderness territory. Rather,
we ask: From what point is each chronological statement reckoned, when was the condemned
generation consumed, and how do Aaron’s death, Zered, Sihon, Og, Moses’ final address, the Jordan
crossing and the Passover at Gilgal fit together?

Study principle

Where Scripture gives a date or duration, that statement is treated as a fixed anchor. Where no
date is given, the event is placed in narrative order without assigning an unsupported duration.
This is especially important when testing whether a second forty-year clock beginning at Kadesh
can be demonstrated independently.

2. The Fixed Chronological Anchors
Event Scripture Date / duration Significance

Chosen Passover

Egyptian Passover Exodus 12:6 First month, 14th da
VP Y | anchor for the study.

Actual departure was
Departure from

Numbers 33:3 First month, 15th day | the day after
Rameses
Passover.
Year 2, first month, 1st | _.
Tabernacle erected Exodus 40:17 day S S Firm Year-2 marker.
Second Passover at Year 2, first month, One year after the
L Numbers 9:1-5
Sinai 14th day first Passover.

Year 2, second month, | Journey toward
Departure from Sinai | Numbers 10:11-12 J y

20th day Paran/Kadesh.
Aaron dies at Mount 40th year after Egypt, ..
Numbers 33:38 Explicitly Egypt-based.
Hor Hmbers fifth month, 1st day XPUCIEY Sgypt-base
M begi 40th , el th .
0Ses begins Deuteronomy 1:3-4 year, e evert After Sihon and Og.

Deuteronomy address month, 1st day

Jordan crossed Joshua 4:19 First month, 10th day | Israel enters Canaan.

First recorded

Passover at Gilgal Joshua 5:10 First month, 14th day Passover in the land




3. First Kadesh: The Judgment Setting

Israel reached Kadesh-barnea after leaving Horeb. The spies were sent, searched the land for forty
days, returned, and the congregation rebelled. The judgment was then pronounced.

Numbers 14:33-34 connects the forty days of spying with forty years of bearing iniquity and says
the children would wander until the carcasses of the condemned generation were wasted in the
wilderness.

“After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year,
shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years...” (Numbers 14:34, KJV)

However, arrival at Kadesh, the forty-day spying period, the judgment, the failed attempt to enter
the land, and the later departure from Kadesh are distinct events. Scripture does not provide an
exact month and day for the first Kadesh judgment. Deuteronomy 1:46 also says Israel abode in
Kadesh “many days.”

4. The Explicit 38 Years: Kadesh-Barnea to Zered

Deuteronomy 2:14 is the decisive statement for the 38-year interval:

“And the space in which we came from Kadesh-barnea, until we were come over the brook Zered,
was thirty and eight years; until all the generation of the men of war were wasted out from among
the host...” (Deuteronomy 2:14, KjV)

Verses 15-16 reinforce the endpoint: THE LORD’s hand was against that generation until they were
consumed, and “all the men of war were consumed and dead from among the people.” This
wording strongly corresponds with the sentence of Numbers 14:29-35. Therefore Zered is a firm
generational boundary: the condemned men of war had been consumed.

5. The Later Kadesh and Aaron’s Death
Numbers 20:1 places Israel again at Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin near the end of the wandering.

This later Kadesh setting must be distinguished from the first Kadesh crisis of Numbers 13-14.

Numbers 33:36-38 gives the sequence Kadesh -> Mount Hor -> Aaron’s death and explicitly dates
Aaron’s death to the fortieth year after Israel came out of Egypt, fifth month, first day.

Aaron therefore died during the 40th year, not after forty complete anniversary-to-anniversary
years. In ordinal year reckoning, the 40th year begins after 39 complete years have elapsed.

6. Aaron, Zered and the Remaining Months

Aaron died before Zered. After Mount Hor, the itinerary continues through stations including
Zalmonah, Punon, Oboth and Ije-abarim before Israel reaches the Zered region (Numbers 33:41-45;
Numbers 21:4,10-12). Consequently, the 38 years of Deuteronomy 2:14 ended sometime after
Aaron’s dated death in Month 5. Scripture does not give Zered an exact month or day.

Passover-to-Passover working calculation

Marker Biblical/working date Meaning
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Egypt Passover Year 1, Month 1, Day 14 Starting anchor
39 full years completed Year 40, Month 1, Day 14 The 40th year is underway
Aaron dies Year 40, Month 5, Day 1 Approx. 39 years + 3% months
elapsed
Zered After Month 5, Day 1 Exact date not stated
Moses speaks Year 40, Month 11, Day 1 Sihon and Og already defeated
Jordan crossing Following Year, Month 1, Day | Four days before Passover
10
Gilgal Passover Following Year, Month 1, Day | 40 full Passover-to-Passover
14 years under this anchor

From Aaron’s death (Month 5, Day 1) to the following Passover (Month 1, Day 14) is approximately
eight months and thirteen days, subject to the 29/30-day lengths of Hebrew lunar months. From
Aaron’s death to Moses’ Month-11 address is approximately six months.

7. Can the Post-Aaron Events Fit into Those Months?

Yes. The biblical narrative contains many events between Aaron’s death and Gilgal, but it assigns
no multi-year duration to them. They can therefore fit within the closing months of the fortieth-
year framework.

e Departure from Mount Hor and journey around Edom.

e Zalmonah, Punon, Oboth, Ije-abarim and Zered.

e Movement to the Arnon and the beginning of possession.

e Messengers to Sihon; battle at Jahaz; defeat of Sihon.

e Occupation of Amorite cities; reconnaissance and capture of Jazer.

e (Campaign against Og of Bashan and defeat at Edrei.

e Arrival in the plains of Moab.

e Balak and Balaam episodes; Baal-peor and its judgment.

e Second census, inheritance instructions and other legislation.

e Campaign against Midian.

e Negotiation and allocation of Transjordan territory to Reuben, Gad and half-Manasseh.
e Building/rebuilding and occupation of Transjordan cities.

e Moses’ final addresses, death, and thirty days of mourning.

e Joshua’s leadership, Jordan crossing, circumcision at Gilgal and Passover.

8. Sihon, Og and the Beginning of Possession

Deuteronomy 2:24 marks a change of phase after the old generation has been consumed: Israel is
told to pass the Arnon and “begin to possess” Sihon’s land. Numbers 21:25 and 21:31 say Israel took
the Amorite cities and “dwelt in the land of the Amorites.” Jazer was then spied out and captured
before the campaign against Og.



Numbers 32 shows that the post-conquest period included negotiation, territorial allocation,
further captures, building or rebuilding cities, sheepfolds, and settlement of families and livestock.
This was a substantial historical phase, although Scripture gives no exact number of months for it.

9. Deuteronomy 1:3-4: A Second Clock or the Same Fortieth Year?
Deuteronomy 1:3 says Moses spoke in “the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of
the month.” Verse 4 says this was after Sihon and Og had been defeated. Unlike Numbers 33:38,
Deuteronomy 1:3 does not explicitly state the starting epoch of its fortieth year.

Two hypotheses can therefore be tested: (A) Deuteronomy 1:3 belongs to the same Egypt/Exodus-
based fortieth year explicitly identified in Numbers 33:38; or (B) it is a separate fortieth year
reckoned from Kadesh. The second hypothesis requires independent evidence of a Kadesh reset or
an approximately two-year interval after Zered. So far, no verse examined supplies such an
explicit marker.

The dated evidence fits hypothesis A naturally: Aaron dies in Month 5 of the Egypt-based 40th year;
Zered, Sihon and Og follow; Moses speaks in Month 11; Israel crosses Jordan and celebrates
Passover in Month 1 of the following year.

10. Joshua 5:4-7 Line by Line

Joshua 5:4 - the condemned group
The verse identifies those who died as the males who came out of Egypt, specifically the men of
war. This agrees with Numbers 14 and Deuteronomy 2.

Joshua 5:5 - two generational groups
Those who came out were circumcised, whereas those born during the wilderness journey had not
been circumcised. The verse makes the generational transition visible.

Joshua 5:6 - the forty-year summary

Israel “walked forty years in the wilderness” until the men of war “which came out of Egypt” were
consumed. The explicit reference to men who came out of Egypt makes this verse fit naturally
within the Exodus/Egypt-based wilderness framework. Deuteronomy 2:14 supplies the inner 38-
year Kadesh-to-Zered interval.

Joshua 5:7 - the replacement generation

Joshua circumcises “their children, whom he raised up in their stead.” The condemned generation
has disappeared, and the generation raised in its place stands at Gilgal ready to continue covenant
life in the land.

11. The 38 Years Inside the Larger 40-Year Framework
The evidence is best represented as nested chronology rather than two proven forty-year clocks:

EGYPT / PASSOVER
1

)



Sinai and journey toward Kadesh
1
FIRST KADESH - spies, rebellion and judgment
1l 38 YEARS (Deut. 2:14)

ZERED - condemned men of war consumed
1

Sihon - Og - Transjordan possession - Moab
1

Moses’ final address and death
1
Jordan crossing
1
GILGAL PASSOVER

12. Forty Years in Deuteronomy and the Prophets

Passage

Chronological contribution

Deuteronomy 8:2-4

“all the way” THE LORD led Israel these forty
years; retrospective wilderness preservation.

Deuteronomy 29:5

THE LORD led and preserved Israel forty years;
Sihon and Og are then recalled as
accomplished victories.

Nehemiah 9:9-24

Egypt -> Red Sea -> Sinai -> wilderness
preservation for forty years -> Sihon/Og ->
children possess the land.

Amos 2:10 Explicitly: brought up from Egypt, led forty
years through wilderness, to possess Amorite
land.

Amos 5:25 Forty years of wilderness history; no Kadesh

reset is stated.

13. New Testament Witness

Acts 7:36 describes Moses bringing Israel out after showing wonders and signs “in the land of
Egypt, and in the Red sea, and in the wilderness forty years.” Stephen’s sequence again associates
Egypt, the Red Sea and the forty-year wilderness history. Hebrews 3:7-19 similarly uses the
wilderness rebellion and the generation with whom THE ALMIGHTY GOD was grieved forty years
as a warning against unbelief.

Acts 13:17-19 summarizes the same broad movement: Israel in Egypt, exaltation of the people,
departure, approximately forty years in the wilderness, and then the inheritance of Canaan. These
New Testament summaries do not introduce an explicit Kadesh-based second forty-year epoch.



13A. Detailed New Testament Analysis

Acts 7:36-42: Stephen presents the sequence Egypt -> Red Sea -> wilderness forty years. Verse 42
then echoes Amos 5:25. The passage does not introduce Kadesh as a new chronological epoch; it
treats the forty years as the wilderness history of the people brought out under Moses.

Acts 13:17-19: Paul again begins with Israel in Egypt, speaks of their being brought out, then of
about forty years in the wilderness, and then moves to Canaan. This is an independent New
Testament summary consistent with the Exodus-based framework.

Hebrews 3:7-19: The passage combines the long history of wilderness provocation with the decisive
oath that the unbelieving generation would not enter the land. Verse 16 identifies the generation as
those who “came out of Egypt by Moses.” Verse 17 asks with whom God was grieved forty years
and identifies them as those whose carcasses fell in the wilderness, echoing Numbers 14. Verses 18-
19 focus on the oath and unbelief that barred entry.

A critical distinction follows: Hebrews 3 does not say that the forty years began on the day of the
Kadesh judgment. Israel had provoked THE LORD before Kadesh as well. Kadesh is the decisive
point of the oath of exclusion, while Deuteronomy 2:14 remains the explicit measurement from
Kadesh-barnea to Zered: thirty-eight years.

New Testament conclusion: Acts 7, Acts 13 and Hebrews 3 reinforce the broad Exodus-generation
wilderness framework. None supplies an explicit second forty-year chronological clock beginning
at Kadesh.

14. Principal Findings

1. Numbers 33:38 explicitly establishes an Egypt-based 40th year: Aaron died in Month 5, Day 1.

2. Deuteronomy 2:14 explicitly establishes 38 years from Kadesh-barnea to Zered.

3. Deuteronomy 2:14-16 identifies Zered as the point by which the condemned men of war had
been consumed.

4. Aaron died before Zered; therefore the 38-year period ended after Month 5, Day 1 of the Egypt-
based 40th year.

5. Sihon and Og were defeated before Moses’ dated Month-11 address.

6. The numerous post-Aaron events can fit within the remaining months; Scripture assigns no
two-year duration to them.

7. Joshua 5:4-7 strongly emphasizes the generation that came out of Egypt and the children raised
in their stead.

8. Under the chosen Passover anchor, Egypt Passover to Gilgal Passover forms a clean 40-
complete-year Passover-to-Passover framework.

9. The proposed Kadesh-to-Gilgal second 40-year clock is an interpretive hypothesis, not yet an
explicitly demonstrated biblical chronology.

15. Teaching Session Plan

Teaching session Core texts and objective

Session 1 - The fixed dates Exodus 12; Numbers 9; Numbers 10; Numbers




33:38. Establish the calendar anchors.

Session 2 - Kadesh and the judgment Numbers 13-14; Deuteronomy 1. Distinguish
arrival, spying, judgment, abode and
departure.

Session 3 - The 38 years Deuteronomy 2:1-16. Show Kadesh-to-Zered

and the consumption of the men of war.

Session 4 - Aaron to Zered Numbers 20-21; Numbers 33:36-49. Establish
that Aaron dies before Zered.

Session 5 - Possession east of Jordan Numbers 21; Numbers 32; Deuteronomy 2:24-
3:20. Sihon, Og, Jazer and settlement.

Session 6 - The closing months Deuteronomy 1:3-4; Deuteronomy 34; Joshua 1-
5. Moses, mourning, Jordan and Gilgal.

Session 7 - The generational transition Numbers 14; Deuteronomy 2:14-16; Joshua 5:4-
7.
Session 8 - Forty-year control passages Deuteronomy 8; 29; Nehemiah 9; Amos 2; Amos

5; Acts 7; Acts 13; Hebrews 3.

16. Suggested Teaching Conclusions

The Bible itself gives two indisputable numerical statements: a forty-year framework connected
explicitly with the Exodus from Egypt, and a thirty-eight-year interval from Kadesh-barnea to
Zered. The 38 years should be understood within the larger wilderness chronology unless further
explicit evidence establishes a separate epoch.

The generational judgment pronounced at Kadesh reaches its stated completion at Zered, where
Deuteronomy says all the men of war were consumed and dead. After that boundary, Israel enters
a new phase: possession begins east of Jordan under the surviving generation.

Gilgal is the climactic transition point for teaching purposes: the Jordan has been crossed, the
children raised in place of the condemned generation are circumcised, and Passover is observed in
the land. Under the Passover anchor used in this study, it also supplies a clear forty-complete-year
Passover-to-Passover endpoint.

17. Chronology at a Glance

Date / interval Event Reference

Year 1, M1 D14 Passover in Egypt Exod. 12:6

Year 1, M1 D15 Departure from Rameses Num. 33:3

Year 2, M1 D14 Passover at Sinai Num. 9:1-5

Year 2, M2 D20 Departure from Sinai Num. 10:11-12
Year 2, date unspecified First Kadesh; spies; judgment Num. 13-14; Deut. 1
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38-year interval First Kadesh to Zered Deut. 2:14

Year 40, M5 D1 Aaron dies at Mount Hor Num. 33:38

After M5 D1 Zered crossed; old men of war | Num. 21:12; Deut. 2:13-16
consumed

Before M11 D1 Sihon and Og defeated; Num. 21; Deut. 2-3
Transjordan possession

Year 40, M11 D1 Moses begins final address Deut. 1:3-4

Date unspecified Moses dies; 30 days mourning | Deut. 34:5-8

Following M1 D10 Jordan crossed Josh. 4:19

Following M1 D14 Passover at Gilgal Josh. 5:10

17A. Final Synthesis of the Two Numbers

The forty years and the thirty-eight years should not be treated as rival totals. Scripture explicitly
ties the fortieth year to the Exodus from Egypt (Numbers 33:38), while Deuteronomy 2:14 explicitly
measures thirty-eight years from Kadesh-barnea to Zered.

The most economical reading of all the passages examined is therefore a nested chronology: the
Kadesh-to-Zered thirty-eight years occur within the larger Exodus-based wilderness period. The
condemned generation is sentenced at Kadesh and is fully consumed by Zered; the surviving
generation then proceeds through the victories over Sihon and Og toward entry into Canaan.

Numbers 14:34 remains the strongest apparent objection because the forty-year judgment is
pronounced after the forty-day spying mission. It should be taught openly alongside Deuteronomy
2:14 rather than ignored. The latter gives the explicit Kadesh-to-Zered measurement, while the
broader canonical witnesses repeatedly describe the wilderness generation in an Egypt/Exodus-
based forty-year framework.

18. Final Note for Teachers

When presenting this study, keep three categories visibly separate: (1) explicit biblical dates and
durations; (2) narrative sequence where no duration is stated; and (3) calculated or interpretive
conclusions. This preserves the authority of the written Word while allowing chronological
proposals to be examined carefully and transparently.

The strongest teaching framework presently supported by the passages examined is: Egypt/Exodus
-> first Kadesh -> 38 years to Zered -> possession east of Jordan -> Moses’ final address -> Jordan ->
Gilgal. The study can be expanded as additional passages are tested, but the explicit anchors should
remain the controlling evidence.

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” - Psalm 119:105 (KJV)
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